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July 9, 2021

Dear Amherst Families,

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued new guidance today for opening schools this
fall. The guidance says students benefit from in-person learning and safely returning to in-person
instruction in the fall 2021 is a priority. We are planning for a return to full in-person instruction using
layered prevention strategies to protect those not yet eligible for vaccination. We do not plan to offer a
remote learning option unless we are required to by state agencies.

Within the CDC guidance, there are different recommendations for persons based on their vaccination
status. The guidance states that vaccination is currently the leading public health prevention strategy to
end the COVID-19 pandemic and it called on schools to promote vaccination as a way to safely return
to in-person learning as well as extracurricular activities and sports. We recognize that having your child
vaccinated is a personal choice. As a convenience, if your child is eligible, here is a link to Erie County’s
vaccination schedule.

Now that the CDC guidance has been released, we anticipate an update from the New York State
Department of Health. The CDC guidance will allow us to start planning and we will have to include any
updates from the state which could include additional guidelines. We have a committee structure in
place that has been very successful in reviewing guidance and developing plans from a building,
social-emotional and instructional perspective. We will reconvene those committees this summer to
review guidance and update plans. When our opening plans are finalized, we will communicate as we
have in the past via email, website and town hall meetings.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www2.erie.gov/health/index.php?q=covid-19-vaccine-information
http://www.amherstschools.org

